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The Rapture
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(" STORY )

“Let’s Hope!”

“Hurry, the van’s here!” called Cindy. “Look! It's sunny and windy, perfect for flying kites!”

“Wow, you’re sure excited about flying a kite,” laughed Sarah as they ran out the door and jumped in the Kids’
Club van. Soon they arrived at the park.

“I have some extra kites, for anyone who doesn’t have one,” announced Pastor Paul. “Who needs one?”
“We do!” called Cindy as she reached for a brightly colored kite.

“Do you know how to fly one?” asked Sarah.

“Sure!” said Cindy. “My sister and | used to fly kites with my Dad all the time. It's easy!”

“What's that?” asked Sarah as a piece of paper fell out of the package with the kite.

“A clue?” asked Cindy.

“Yes!” exclaimed Sarah. “It says, ‘Look up! That’'s where it is! Today it means something you want, but in the
Bible it means something you KNOW will happen. Who and what are you putting your (blank) in?’ Look up?
What's up there?”

“Is there anything else?” asked Cindy.

“Yes, there are some funny shapes and dots,” said Sarah. “And there are two kites with letters on them.”

“Oh, that’s a ‘pig pen’ puzzle!” said Cindy. “You find the place on the grid that is the same shape. If there’s a
dot, it means you use the second letter. Otherwise, you use the first letter.”

“Well, let’s see what it says!” suggested Sarah. “The first shape is a box that is open to the

left. Since it has a top and bottom, it must be either a ‘G’ or an ‘H.” But the dot tells us it is an
‘H.! ”

“Good!” said Cindy. “The next one’s open at the bottom, and it doesn’t have a dot, so it's an
‘O,” and the one beside it is the same except it has a dot, so it's a ‘P’V”

“One more,” said Sarah. “It's an L shape without a dot, so it's an ‘E.” ‘H-O-P-E,’ its HOPE!" J3-1.34-51

“That fits,” said Cindy. “Now days, hope means something we want, but Pastor Paul told us that in the Bible
it's different, and it means something we know will happen. But why does it tell us to look up?”
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‘I remember!” yelled Sarah. “The Bible says our HOPE today is the Rapture. That's when
Jesus Christ comes and catches us away to be with Him forever.”

“‘How do you know?” asked Cindy.

“We read about it in the Bible. God promised to come again and take us up to Heaven to be
with Him. It could happen any time!” said Sarah. “I can hardly wait!”

“Can | go?” asked Cindy.

“Sure!” said Sarah. “Anyone who believes that Jesus Christ died for them, and that His shed blood washes
away all their sin can go. Do you believe that?”

“Yes, | do,” said Cindy with tears in her eyes. “l really do.”

“Let’s tell Pastor Paul,” said Sarah as she gave Cindy a hug, “he’ll want to know we’ll all be going there
together!”
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J3-L34-1

(MAIN LESSON)

Introduction - Anticipation

As your birthday draws near, what do you think about? Looking and waiting for that
special day! Does your mind keep drifting, thinking about how the event will be
celebrated? Knowing your birthday will come soon enough, are you on your best
behavior eagerly waiting? God’s Word tells us about a day far more exciting than our
birthday; a day all believers should anticipate. On that day, the Lord Jesus Christ will
appear in an event in which all believers will be gathered together.

Paul taught the young believers of Thessalonica (which is in mondern day Greece),
many truths about God’s plan of salvation, including a special event known as the
Rapture.

What Is the Rapture?

The Rapture is simply a Bible truth that explains how the age in which Christians now
live will come to a close. God had known about this truth since before the world began,
but He kept it a secret, not sharing it with anyone until he told the Apostle Paul. Paul
tells the saints that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back for those who have placed
their faith in Him! We don’t actually find the word “rapture” in the Bible. Rather, we find
the phrase “caught up.” The Latin root word for “caught up” is “raptor.” Interestingly
enough, raptors are descriptive of a specific kind of bird, such as a hawk or an eagle.
These birds are known to seize their prey so quickly that they are generally unaware of
what has happened to them. Swiftly, the prey are carried away. Similarly, when Jesus
Christ comes for us at the Rapture; He will swiftly, but lovingly, call us into the air at the
sound of the trumpet, change our earthly bodies into new glorious bodies that are in the
likeness of Himself, and we will live forever with the Lord. So, the doctrine of the
Rapture is our Blessed Hope in which we know Jesus Christ will come back for us.

l..l 1 Corinthians 15:51-52—“Behold, | shew you a mystery; we shall not all
= sleep, but we all shall be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at

the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.”
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Questions Arise From Doubt o e o b
There was confusion among the saints as certain people had been distorting God’s ey ’?ﬂw
Word concerning the truth of the Rapture. Their intent was to plant seeds of doubt % e

about Christ’s return. The believers became worried about those beloved saints who

had already died. If they died before Christ had come for them, would they miss out on

the joy of the Rapture as promised by God? So, Paul addresses their concern. 31342

[L—!!ﬂ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18—“But | would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

Initially, those who have died will come back with the Lord in their soul and spirit, and
He will raise their old bodies that are still in the grave and give them new bodies just
like Christ's! Then, we who are still alive at His return, will also be caught up and have
our bodies changed in the twinkling of an eye. That is faster than a blink! Those who
have died will not miss out on the Rapture.

Wouldn't it be exciting to witness an event like Haley’s Comet streaking across the night
sky? It appears once in a lifetime, every 76 years. What if you planned to watch it only
to discover you missed its appearance? Another cause for the saints to lose heart and
begin to doubt was that some people had said the Rapture had already come. As a
result, they feared they had missed Christ.

I..| 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, parenthesis added—"“Now, we beseech you,
— brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering

together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand
(present...imminent). Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son
of perdition.”
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The ‘Day of Christ’ is referring to Christ’'s second coming and should not be confused
with His coming for the saints at the Rapture. When Christ comes during the Rapture in
the air, this event will occur in the twinkling of an eye, so fast that no one left on earth
will either have seen Him or our departure. But years later, Christ will return again to
establish His kingdom on earth for a thousand years. At this second coming of Christ
“every eye shall see Him” (Rev 1:7). It is the time when God will bring about His wrath
upon those people who rejected Jesus as Lord and Savior. Therefore, Christ will come
first for the Rapture of the saints in love, while His second coming later will begin in
wrath. Paul had already spoken to the believers about these things, but apparently they
needed reassurance.

Paul calms their hearts and minds by explaining that the ‘Day of Christ’ had not come
as yet. Two things must occur before the day of God’s wrath upon man. First, the ‘falling
away’ that Paul mentions must take place. This ‘falling away’ means ‘the departure’ and
is a direct reference to the Rapture. Second, the son of perdition will be revealed, the
Antichrist. Thus, the day of God’s wrath had not begun! Furthermore, God gives the
body of Christ a wonderful promise in his Word that He “hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

We must remember we are Christ’'s ambassadors while here on earth. Just like a United
States ambassador who is appointed to live in a foreign country to represent our
government, we also are appointed by God to represent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
If our government were prepared to declare war on a particular foreign land, it would first
remove our ambassadors as a means of safety. So too, Christ will remove His
ambassadors from earth before He brings judgment against the world who rejected Him.

Waiting and Looking for Him

Paul expected the Rapture to occur at any time. He thought it would take place while he
was still alive! He and all the saints were looking forward to their gathering unto Christ
and having their bodies changed to a glorious body. It has been 2000 years since Paul
wrote these letters. Should we still be looking for Him? Of course! While we are hopefully
waiting, we should live godly lives for Him. Others should see the love of Christ
demonstrated in our lives. We should be having our minds centered in Christ, looking
for His return. The enemy, Satan, would like for us to concentrate on worldly things such
as something we may want to buy, or being angry with someone we know. However,
God would desire that we read his Word, memorize Scripture, and pray, to keep our
focus on Christ while we wait for Him.
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I..| Colossians 3:1-4— “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which
= are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on

things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye appear also with him
in glory.”

Object Lesson
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1. True. T i il o o]
2. Just like the bird that quickly snatches his prey and carries it away, so the Lord . .mr . E . I . i . E . . E . R |
Jesus will catch up His children and take them to Heaven; it will happen so quickly I it . |
that other people on earth will not see it. | M I |
3. Paul said that the Lord Jesus would catch up the dead in Christ first and give = | .w_ R Ml
them a new body. Also, some feared they had missed the Rapture, and Paul I

assured them that the "falling away" or departure had not yet happened. i e v I ) WP R
4. 1. The Rapture or "falling away" and 2. The Antichrist must be revealed. = == .2
5. We are to be ambassadors representing the Lord Jesus Christ while on earth. P P
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6. Both Christ and Satan want control of our mind. Christ wants our mind to be S B
centered in Him, looking for His return. Satan wants our mind to be centered or 00 0 Y O ] - [ )
focused on the world—what to buy, at whom to be angry, etc., so that we will not be P i T
reading God’s Word. (SRS T, [ - BRI -
7. God’s Word is true. We are waiting for our "Blessed Hope," the Lord Jesus to o .
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growing us to be holy and more like Him so we will be good witnesses for Christ. L T
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Wha is the Rapiure?

The word "rapture” means to be caught up, like an eagle catches
it's prey up and carries it away. Although the word isn't
actually used in the Bible, it feaches that we will be caught
up to be with the Lord. Are you ready?
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Oucsfions Come from Doubi

Some were teaching that those who died before Christ returmned
would miss the Rapiure. Paul fold them that those who died
would be raised first, then we who are alive, will be caught up
to be with Him in Heaven. Are you waiting for Him?

(( J3-L34-
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Waifing and Looking for Him

Poul expected the Rapture to happen at any time. While we are
are watching and waiting, we need fo be living for Him.
There are so many that need to know about Him.

Have you told them He's coming?
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Look up! That's where it is! Today

it means something you want, but in

the Bible it means something you
KNOW will happen. Who and
what are you putting your

(J3-L34-51)



